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Chelsea Benner

From: Rich Elliott <elliottr@kvfr.org>
Sent: Monday, January 08, 2018 10:58 AM
To: Chelsea Benner
Cc: Joe Seemiller; Josh Hink; John Sinclair
Subject: RE: SP-17-00003 Mitchell Short Plat, Request for comments

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

KVFR has the following comments: 
1. Access to all parcels compliant with Appendix D of the current IFC when building permits are issued.  
2. Addressing to all structures clearly visible from the road – both directions.  
3. WUI code compliance matching IR zone designation for all structures.  

 

From: Chelsea Benner [mailto:chelsea.benner@co.kittitas.wa.us]  
Sent: Monday, January 08, 2018 10:29 AM 
To: Patti Johnson; Lisa Lawrence; Holly Erdman; Josh Hink; Kelly Bacon; Mark Cook; Candie Leader; Rebecca Stratis; 
Kelly Bacon; 'jessica@yakama.com'; 'jmarvin@yakama.com'; 'johnson@yakama.com'; 'enviroreview@yakama.com'; 
'separegister@ecy.wa.gov'; 'sepaunit@ecy.wa.gov'; 'gcle461@ecy.wa.gov'; 'Gary.Graff@ecy.wa.gov'; 
'Brent.Renfrow@dfw.wa.gov'; 'Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov'; 'Jennifer.Nelson@dfw.wa.gov'; 'sepa@dahp.wa.gov'; 
'Gretchen.Kaehler@DAHP.wa'; 'russell.mau@doh.wa.gov'; 'ben.serr@doh.wa.gov'; 'becky.kennedy@dnr.wa.gov'; 
'cindy.preston@dnr.wa.gov'; 'rivers@dnr.wa.gov'; Rich Elliott; 'krd.keli@fairpoint.net'; Dr. Paul Farris, Ellensburg School 
District; 'fwalker@eburg.wednet.edu'; Public Works; Community Development; Beth Leader 
Subject: SP-17-00003 Mitchell Short Plat, Request for comments 
 
Hello, 
 
CDS is requesting comment from any interested parties regarding the Short Plat application SP‐17‐00002 Sinclair. Below 
are informational links for county and outside of county agencies. The comment deadline is January 3, 2018. Thank you.
 
Kittitas County Link 
 
Outside County Link 
 

Chelsea Benner 
Planner I 

Kittitas County Community Development Services 

411 N Ruby Street, Suite 2 Ellensburg, WA 98926 

(p) 509‐962‐7506 (f) 509‐962‐7682 

chelsea.benner@co.kittitas.wa.us 
 

 

 
Notice: Email sent to Kittitas County may be subject to public disclosure as required by law.  
message id: 38eb45916c6dcbdac24bb8719d004a14  
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Chelsea Benner

From: Julie Coppock <coppockj@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>
Sent: Monday, January 08, 2018 3:53 PM
To: Chelsea Benner
Subject: RE: SP-17-00003 Mitchell Short Plat, Request for comments

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

The City of Ellensburg Electric Utility does not have any comments regarding this Mitchell short plat since the properties 
are beyond our service territory, outside the City limits and outside the UGA. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Julie Coppock 
Light Engineering Specialist | City of Ellensburg  
501 N Anderson St | Ellensburg, WA 98926 
Office: 509‐925‐8630 | Fax: 509‐925‐8662 
www.ci.ellensburg.wa.us 
coppockj@ci.ellensburg.wa.us 
 
 

From: Chelsea Benner [mailto:chelsea.benner@co.kittitas.wa.us]  
Sent: Monday, January 08, 2018 11:53 AM 
To: Patti Johnson; Lisa Lawrence; Holly Erdman; Josh Hink; Kelly Bacon; Mark Cook; Candie Leader; Rebecca Stratis; 
Kelly Bacon; 'jessica@yakama.com'; 'jmarvin@yakama.com'; 'johnson@yakama.com'; 'enviroreview@yakama.com'; 
'separegister@ecy.wa.gov'; 'sepaunit@ecy.wa.gov'; 'gcle461@ecy.wa.gov'; 'Gary.Graff@ecy.wa.gov'; 
'Brent.Renfrow@dfw.wa.gov'; 'Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov'; 'Jennifer.Nelson@dfw.wa.gov'; 'sepa@dahp.wa.gov'; 
'Gretchen.Kaehler@DAHP.wa'; 'russell.mau@doh.wa.gov'; 'ben.serr@doh.wa.gov'; 'becky.kennedy@dnr.wa.gov'; 
'cindy.preston@dnr.wa.gov'; 'rivers@dnr.wa.gov'; Rich Elliott; 'krd.keli@fairpoint.net'; Dr. Paul Farris, Ellensburg School 
District; 'fwalker@eburg.wednet.edu'; Public Works; Community Development; Beth Leader 
Subject: FW: SP-17-00003 Mitchell Short Plat, Request for comments 
 
Hello, 
Comments for the Mitchell Short plat are due by January 24th, 2018. I apologize for the confusion. 
Thank you, 
 

Chelsea Benner 
Planner I 

Kittitas County Community Development Services 

411 N Ruby Street, Suite 2 Ellensburg, WA 98926 

(p) 509‐962‐7506 (f) 509‐962‐7682 

chelsea.benner@co.kittitas.wa.us 
 

From: Chelsea Benner  
Sent: Monday, January 08, 2018 10:29 AM 
To: Patti Johnson; Lisa Lawrence; Holly Erdman; Josh Hink; Kelly Bacon; Mark Cook; Candie Leader; Rebecca Stratis; 
Kelly Bacon; 'jessica@yakama.com'; 'jmarvin@yakama.com'; 'johnson@yakama.com'; 'enviroreview@yakama.com'; 
'separegister@ecy.wa.gov'; 'sepaunit@ecy.wa.gov'; 'gcle461@ecy.wa.gov'; 'Gary.Graff@ecy.wa.gov'; 
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'Brent.Renfrow@dfw.wa.gov'; 'Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov'; 'Jennifer.Nelson@dfw.wa.gov'; 'sepa@dahp.wa.gov'; 
'Gretchen.Kaehler@DAHP.wa'; 'russell.mau@doh.wa.gov'; 'ben.serr@doh.wa.gov'; 'becky.kennedy@dnr.wa.gov'; 
'cindy.preston@dnr.wa.gov'; 'rivers@dnr.wa.gov'; RichElliott; 'krd.keli@fairpoint.net'; Dr. Paul Farris, Ellensburg School 
District; 'fwalker@eburg.wednet.edu'; 'pubworks@ci.ellensburg.wa.us'; 'comdev@ci.ellensburg.wa.us'; 
'energyservices@ci.ellensburg.wa.us' 
Subject: SP-17-00003 Mitchell Short Plat, Request for comments 
 
Hello, 
 
CDS is requesting comment from any interested parties regarding the Short Plat application SP‐17‐00002 Sinclair. Below 
are informational links for county and outside of county agencies. The comment deadline is January 3, 2018. Thank you.
 
Kittitas County Link 
 
Outside County Link 
 

Chelsea Benner 
Planner I 

Kittitas County Community Development Services 

411 N Ruby Street, Suite 2 Ellensburg, WA 98926 

(p) 509‐962‐7506 (f) 509‐962‐7682 

chelsea.benner@co.kittitas.wa.us 
 

 

 
Notice: Email sent to Kittitas County may be subject to public disclosure as required by law.  
message id: 38eb45916c6dcbdac24bb8719d004a14  
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Chelsea Benner

From: Mau, Russell E  (DOH) <Russell.Mau@DOH.WA.GOV>
Sent: Monday, January 08, 2018 10:46 AM
To: Chelsea Benner
Cc: Holly Erdman; Smits, Brenda M (DOH); Benson, Richard (DOH); Tristen Lamb
Subject: RE: SP-17-00003 Mitchell Short Plat, Request for comments

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Ms. Benner: 
 
DOH ODW (Department of Health Office of Drinking Water) has a concern regarding some of the language provided in 
the application: 
 

“… with individual and/or shared wells …” 
 
This a single “project” and requires a Group B water system to serve the three parcels, at that time that all three parcels 
develop and require drinking water. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Russell Mau 
Regional Engineer 
DOH ODW 
509‐329‐2116 
 

From: Chelsea Benner [mailto:chelsea.benner@co.kittitas.wa.us]  
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2018 10:29 AM 
To: Patti Johnson <patti.johnson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Lisa Lawrence <lisa.lawrence@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Holly Erdman 
<Holly.erdman@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Josh Hink <josh.hink@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Kelly Bacon 
<kelly.bacon@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Mark Cook <mark.cook@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Candie Leader 
<candie.leader@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Rebecca Stratis <rebecca.stratis@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Kelly Bacon 
<kelly.bacon@co.kittitas.wa.us>; 'jessica@yakama.com' <jessica@yakama.com>; 'jmarvin@yakama.com' 
<jmarvin@yakama.com>; 'johnson@yakama.com' <johnson@yakama.com>; 'enviroreview@yakama.com' 
<enviroreview@yakama.com>; ECY RE SEPA REGISTER <separegister@ecy.wa.gov>; ECY RE SEPA REGISTER 
<separegister@ecy.wa.gov>; Clear, Gwen (ECY) <GCLE461@ECY.WA.GOV>; Graff, Gary (ECY) 
<GAGR461@ECY.WA.GOV>; Renfrow, Brent D (DFW) <Brent.Renfrow@dfw.wa.gov>; Downes, Scott G (DFW) 
<Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov>; Nelson, Jennifer L (DFW) <Jennifer.Nelson@dfw.wa.gov>; SEPA (DAHP) 
<sepa@dahp.wa.gov>; 'Gretchen.Kaehler@DAHP.wa' <Gretchen.Kaehler@DAHP.wa>; Mau, Russell E (DOH) 
<Russell.Mau@DOH.WA.GOV>; 'ben.serr@doh.wa.gov' <ben.serr@doh.wa.gov>; Kennedy, Becky (DNR) 
<Becky.Kennedy@dnr.wa.gov>; PRESTON, CINDY (DNR) <CINDY.PRESTON@dnr.wa.gov>; DNR RE AQ LEASING RIVERS 
<DNRREAQLEASINGRIVERS@dnr.wa.gov>; RichElliott <elliottr@kvfr.org>; 'krd.keli@fairpoint.net' 
<krd.keli@fairpoint.net>; Dr. Paul Farris, Ellensburg School District <pfarris@eburg.wednet.edu>; 
'fwalker@eburg.wednet.edu' <fwalker@eburg.wednet.edu>; 'pubworks@ci.ellensburg.wa.us' 
<pubworks@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>; 'comdev@ci.ellensburg.wa.us' <comdev@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>; 
'energyservices@ci.ellensburg.wa.us' <energyservices@ci.ellensburg.wa.us> 
Subject: SP‐17‐00003 Mitchell Short Plat, Request for comments 
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Hello, 
 
CDS is requesting comment from any interested parties regarding the Short Plat application SP‐17‐00002 Sinclair. Below 
are informational links for county and outside of county agencies. The comment deadline is January 3, 2018. Thank you.
 
Kittitas County Link 
 
Outside County Link 
 

Chelsea Benner 
Planner I 

Kittitas County Community Development Services 

411 N Ruby Street, Suite 2 Ellensburg, WA 98926 

(p) 509‐962‐7506 (f) 509‐962‐7682 

chelsea.benner@co.kittitas.wa.us 
 

 

 
Notice: Email sent to Kittitas County may be subject to public disclosure as required by law.  
message id: 38eb45916c6dcbdac24bb8719d004a14  
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Chelsea Benner

From: Community Development <comdev@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>
Sent: Monday, January 08, 2018 10:52 AM
To: Chelsea Benner
Subject: RE: SP-17-00003 Mitchell Short Plat, Request for comments

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Thank you Chelsea.  City of Ellensburg Community Development does not have any comments.   
 
Laura Wilson 
(509)962‐7231 
wilsonl@ci.ellensburg.wa.us 
 
 

From: Chelsea Benner [mailto:chelsea.benner@co.kittitas.wa.us]  
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2018 10:29 AM 
To: Patti Johnson <patti.johnson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Lisa Lawrence <lisa.lawrence@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Holly Erdman 
<Holly.erdman@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Josh Hink <josh.hink@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Kelly Bacon 
<kelly.bacon@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Mark Cook <mark.cook@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Candie Leader 
<candie.leader@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Rebecca Stratis <rebecca.stratis@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Kelly Bacon 
<kelly.bacon@co.kittitas.wa.us>; 'jessica@yakama.com' <jessica@yakama.com>; 'jmarvin@yakama.com' 
<jmarvin@yakama.com>; 'johnson@yakama.com' <johnson@yakama.com>; 'enviroreview@yakama.com' 
<enviroreview@yakama.com>; 'separegister@ecy.wa.gov' <separegister@ecy.wa.gov>; 'sepaunit@ecy.wa.gov' 
<sepaunit@ecy.wa.gov>; 'gcle461@ecy.wa.gov' <gcle461@ecy.wa.gov>; 'Gary.Graff@ecy.wa.gov' 
<Gary.Graff@ecy.wa.gov>; 'Brent.Renfrow@dfw.wa.gov' <Brent.Renfrow@dfw.wa.gov>; 'Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov' 
<Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov>; 'Jennifer.Nelson@dfw.wa.gov' <Jennifer.Nelson@dfw.wa.gov>; 'sepa@dahp.wa.gov' 
<sepa@dahp.wa.gov>; 'Gretchen.Kaehler@DAHP.wa' <Gretchen.Kaehler@DAHP.wa>; 'russell.mau@doh.wa.gov' 
<russell.mau@doh.wa.gov>; 'ben.serr@doh.wa.gov' <ben.serr@doh.wa.gov>; 'becky.kennedy@dnr.wa.gov' 
<becky.kennedy@dnr.wa.gov>; 'cindy.preston@dnr.wa.gov' <cindy.preston@dnr.wa.gov>; 'rivers@dnr.wa.gov' 
<rivers@dnr.wa.gov>; Rich Elliott <elliottr@kvfr.org>; 'krd.keli@fairpoint.net' <krd.keli@fairpoint.net>; Dr. Paul Farris, 
Ellensburg School District <pfarris@eburg.wednet.edu>; 'fwalker@eburg.wednet.edu' <fwalker@eburg.wednet.edu>; 
Public Works <pubworks@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>; Community Development <comdev@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>; Beth Leader 
<leaderb@ci.ellensburg.wa.us> 
Subject: SP‐17‐00003 Mitchell Short Plat, Request for comments 
 
Hello, 
 
CDS is requesting comment from any interested parties regarding the Short Plat application SP‐17‐00002 Sinclair. Below 
are informational links for county and outside of county agencies. The comment deadline is January 3, 2018. Thank you.
 
Kittitas County Link 
 
Outside County Link 
 

Chelsea Benner 
Planner I 
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Kittitas County Community Development Services 

411 N Ruby Street, Suite 2 Ellensburg, WA 98926 

(p) 509‐962‐7506 (f) 509‐962‐7682 

chelsea.benner@co.kittitas.wa.us 
 

 

 
Notice: Email sent to Kittitas County may be subject to public disclosure as required by law.  
message id: 38eb45916c6dcbdac24bb8719d004a14  
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411 North Ruby Street, Suite 1 TEL (509) 962-7523 

Ellensburg, WA  98926 FAX (509) 962-7663  

 

KITTITAS COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO:  All Staff 
FROM:  Justin Turnbull, County Surveyor 
DATE:  January 23, 2018 
SUBJECT: County Survey Review of Short Plat 17-00003 (Naneum Rd) 
   (CDS refers to this as 17-00003 Mitchell) 
 
Required Changes 

 
1. No Lot closures provided as part of the submittal, please provide prior to final approval. 
2.  No Title report included as part of the submittal, please provide prior to final approval. 
3.   Where elevations or contours are shown, a note stating the vertical datum used is 
 required. If the elevations are assumed, a benchmark (or solid unmistakable feature), 
 with elevation shown shall be noted on the face of the map. 
 







 
State of Washington 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
South Central Region • Ellensburg District Office  • 201 N. Pearl St, Ellensburg, WA  98926 

Telephone:  (509) 962-3421 •  Fax:  (509) 575-2474 
 

January 24, 2018 

 

Chelsea Benner 

Kittitas County 

Community Development Services 

411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2 

Ellensburg, WA 98926 

 

RE: WDFW comments on SP-17-00003 Mitchell Short Plat along the Ferguson Branch of 

Naneum Creek 

 

Dear Ms. Benner, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed short plat (SP-17-00003 Mitchell) to 

divide the existing parcel into three lots.  Naneum Creek flows southerly toward the western 

property boundary and the Ferguson Branch of Naneum Creek flows southerly through proposed 

lots 1B and 1C.  The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (WDFW) primary concern 

with this proposal is to protect the fish and wildlife habitat and other critical area functions 

associated with Naneum Creek and the Ferguson Branch. 

 

Naneum Creek and the Ferguson Branch both flow year round and are fish bearing streams.  We 

have included a series of images showing the streams and their relation to the property.  Both 

streams are important for conveying irrigation water deliveries as well as providing miles of fish 

habitat and flow conveyance during periods of high flow.  Natural floodplain processes and 

meandering streams are not only good for fish and fish habitat, but also reduce velocities and 

therefore reduce flood impacts during high flow events.  The riparian vegetation along Naneum 

Creek and the Ferguson Branch provide habitat for fish and wildlife and help to stabilize the 

stream banks, slow and store flood waters, and protect water quality.  Maintaining or improving 

the function of the riparian areas associated with Naneum Creek and the Ferguson Branch will 

not only improve fish and wildlife habitat, but it will help moderate flooding on this property and 

downstream properties.     

 

Review of the County’s LIDAR data and aerial photos clearly show that the Ferguson Branch is 

one part of Naneum Creek’s broad alluvial fan.  Flows from Naneum Creek are distributed 

across this alluvial fan (and through the Mitchell Property) during all seasons and on this 

property, Ferguson Branch actually has two channels.  The Ferguson Branch can convey the 

majority of Naneum Creek’s flows in this reach, overwhelming Cascade Canal and resulting in 

Naneum/Ferguson waters spilling into Coleman Creek.  The draft flood models associated with 

the County’s Wilson/Naneum/Cherry Watershed Assessment also represent both Ferguson 

Branch channels as active during the two year (approximate bankfull event) and 100 year flood 
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events (see attachment).  As currently proposed, parcels 1B and especially 1C look to have 

extremely limited future buildable areas if proper critical area protections are applied for 1) 

wetlands, 2) geological hazards (alluvial fans, channel migration zones), 3) frequently flooded 

areas, or 4) fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas (streams, riparian areas).   

 

As part of the short plat process, future building and septic locations should be considered such 

that these critical areas can be protected and to protect new infrastructure and help ensure public 

safety.  At least four of five critical areas are likely present on the property that do not seem to be 

represented in the Master File for this proposed short plat.     

 

We believe lot 1C may not have a future building site that will not be at risk of flood damage and 

that will protect critical area functions associated with the Ferguson Branch. We recommend a 

reconfiguration of the proposed lots to ensure a non-buildable lot is not created with this process.  

Please ensure approval of this short plat will provide adequate protection to the Ferguson Branch 

and the critical areas associated with it into the future. 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment and work with the proponents to meet their needs.  

Please feel free to contact me at (509) 962-3421 or Jennifer.nelson@dfw.wa.gov if you have any 

questions about these comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jennifer Nelson 

Area Habitat Biologist 

 

 

 

mailto:Jennifer.nelson@dfw.wa.gov
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The orange lines on this LIDAR image 
represent the approximate new lot lines 
proposed with the Short Plat.  The 
channels of Naneum Creek, West 
Ferguson Branch, and Ferguson Branch 
are clearly shown in and around the 
property.  In addition to these natural 
stream channels, irrigation ditches 
convey irrigation water along Naneum 
Road and along Game Farm Road.  Each 
stream channel has at least one 
intersection with Cascade Canal south of 
the property.



The FEMA floodplain map 
shown in the Master File 
maps only a narrow strip 
along Naneum and Coleman 
Creeks and is not an accurate 
representation of the active 
stream channels that can and 
do convey flood waters and 
contribute to overland flows.  



These are the draft 100 year flood maps from the County’s recently completed Naneum, Wilson, and Cherry Creek Watershed 
Assessment.  This modeling effort took advantage of the existing LIDAR data and is likely a much more accurate representation of
the actual flooding likely to occur on the property associated with Naneum Creek and the two Ferguson Branches.  These images
more accurately represent recent high flow events near this property and in other portions of the watershed.



This is a generalized view of what an 
alluvial fan is.  As a stream flows out 
of a canyon and a relatively 
constrained, single thread channel, 
it distributes into multiple channels 
as it spreads not only water, but 
debris and sediment throughout the 
alluvial fan.

This concept occurs throughout 
much of the Kittitas Valley, including 
the Naneum Watershed as shown in 
the next image.



Naneum 
Canyon

Alluvial Fan of 
Naneum Creek

The Mitchell 
property is located 

within the alluvial fan 
of Naneum Creek.



This photo was taken during 
spring high flows in a previous 
year.  The photo was taken 
from Naneum Road, looking 
west at the Ferguson Branch 
culvert entering the Mitchell 
Property and distributing 
across the floodplain.



This photo comes from Google Earth at lower 
flows, later in the spring.  Irrigation check 
dams are visible in Ferguson Branch 
downstream of the culvert.  



This aerial photo was taken in May 2017 and 
shows both branches of Ferguson Creek 
flowing through the Mitchell Property.
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